
Director’s report – May 2022 

Another action-packed month! 

I will review a few highlights of what I have been up to the past few weeks. 

1. AKBLG (Association Kootenay Boundary Local Government) 

2. Paramedics and emergency services 

3. The sńʕaýckstx (Sinixt) Way of Life 

4. Mosquito Service town hall 

5. Columbia River Treaty Local Govt Committee  

6. Unsightly and Noise Bylaw 

7. Argenta Johnson Landing (AJL) logging blockade 

8. 2022 Area D Funding Commitments, Community Development and Community Works 

 

AKBLG conference 

Our first back in person conference in 2 years and I was pleasantly impressed with the substance and 

connections. I will be honest, I have been very leery of conferences with their energy intensive needs, in 

terms of travel, food and time vs output, what we gain out of them. The pandemic showed us that we 

can still do our business and learning remotely, a critical tool we need to continue in many respects. I 

have personally opted to use discretion if a meetins or conference is necessary to attend in person, 

before the pandemic, travel was averaging 1500 kms a month. This travel Is not always essential and 

frankly, one of the best ways to reduce our footprint is to be pickier about in person attendance. 

The first conference post pandemic was held in Nelson, with many critical conversations in the agenda. 

It was a great time to connect and reminded me that we are not islands in the world of local 

government, our colleagues are out there and working hard to build/sustain robust communities. The 

topics of most interest were: 

- Sweetgrass cannabis facility tour: phenomenal facility, high efficiency growing cannabis in living 

soil. This was very inspirational knowing the hurdles to legalization.  

- Fibre infection: rural and remote broadband, essentially the Kaslo Info Net story, we are so very 

lucky to have this organization, I was grateful to see my colleagues across the region hear about 

accessible and affordable communications.  

- Local government reserves: Municipal Finance Authority presented ethical options on 

investments 

- Collaborating on a: Future Ready Columbia River Treaty: I was honoured to join Minister Conroy 

and colleagues to present an update on our recommendations (more below with links to 

reports) 

- Rural Economic Resiliency through Cannabis Business Development. While some of us are still 

reluctant to see or admit to the significant impact that cannabis has played in our rural 

economy, now that we are moving through the process of legalization, the impacts are being 

felt across our communities. Legalization has been a double-edged sword with good intentions 

but falls short of enabling the economic opportunity for our small-scale producers. Less than 2% 

of the sector was connected to organized crime yet it is still regulated as though its illegal.  



Paramedics and emergency services & Emergency Services Committee 

Mayor Hewat and I met with local paramedics to learn about the critical state our emergency services 

are currently in. It’s a complex system and I thank the members who provided the background so we can 

grasp how to seek supports. We do have a great team, but the capacity is falling short of the need. With 

call outs to other communities and not enough casual support, we do have dark days and/or times 

where there is no ambulance in the community, Kaslo to Gerrard and south. Mayor Hewat and I hope to 

take this to the province and request immediate support. We know we are not the only rural 

communities with these issues and hope to include our neighbors across the RDCK.  

RDCK emergency services hold a quarterly committee meeting for our sub regional services, this 

includes the Village of Kaslo, RDCK emergency operations, Kaslo Fire, Search and Rescue, emergency 

social services, red cross, paramedics (BCEHS), Lardeau Valley emergency committee, Jewett/JVH 

administration and the Victorian Community Health Center. These meetings provide the opportunity for 

all emergency stakeholders to share latest updates, issues and needs for support. Our spring meeting is 

always full of what to expect in the upcoming, what is now called- emergency season. The Upper 

Columbia, which feeds into Duncan, is presenting at 120% of normal on snowpack levels which does 

raise the need to plan for potential flooding. Watch for PR release regarding ways to prepare for and 

contact numbers for flood, debris, fires and others. There are also handy stack cards around town with 

this information on it. More information here: 

Emergency Planning | Regional District of Central Kootenay (rdck.ca) 

The sńʕaýckstx (Sinixt) Way of Life 

Reconciliation is one of the most important issues we are addressing at the local government level. 

Learning is one of our first steps, as such, the staff at RDCK have been working with the Indigenous 

Nations within the Basin to offer workshops/learning sessions. We have met with the Ktunaxa and this 

past month, the Sinixt. We partnered with the RD of Kootenay Boundary to offer two sessions for all 

Directors and staff. I was honoured, as Chair of the Board, to welcome Shelly Boyd and Sulustu of the 

Sinixt and Spokane nations within the Colville Confederated Tribes. Shelly’s history and storytelling of 

the Sinixt people’s history in the region is humbling. 

Mosquito Service Town Hall 

Area D has two mosquito abatement programs, one in Lardeau Valley and one in Pineridge. The RDCK 

hosts annual open houses to review the previous year’s activities, areas of concerns, outlook for 

upcoming year and provide a forum for questions/concerns. Annual reports provided by the contractors 

that outlines the details of each service as well as lots of resources on what is used, how and when, are 

on the website. This year’s annual town hall meeting was held both in person, Lardeau Valley 

Community Club and online, thanks to everyone who came out or tuned in!  

Mosquito Control Program | Regional District of Central Kootenay (rdck.ca) 

Columbia River Treaty Local Governments Committee 

I have been on this committee for 6 years with previous membership on the Columbia Basin Rural 

Advisory Committee- both committees have representatives from across the basin. The work of the LGC 

has ramped up in the past few years with a focus on governance models, ecosystem function work, 

https://www.rdck.ca/EN/main/services/emergency-management.html?msclkid=31137742d09411ecb2ce2b965063d174
https://www.rdck.ca/EN/main/services/environmental-initiatives/mosquito-control-program.html?msclkid=58f11a13d0a311ec8c5ef58a297b0780


socio- economic modelling, annual town hall meetings, and reconciliation. Our most recent meeting was 

with several Nation leaders to begin building relationships amongst all of us.  

I provide the committee updates monthly to the board, to see these, you can follow the board reports 

and/or go to these websites.  

CRT LGC | Columbia Basin | Columbia River Treaty Local Governments Committee 

Unsightly and Noise Bylaw 

Unsightly properties are being brought to my attention with a request to regulate them. Area D does not 

currently have an unsightly bylaw. I have sent photos from residents to our development services staff 

to seek if the issues would fall under unsightly and if we would have capacity to address them if the 

bylaw was activated for Area D.  

I do currently have a service case analysis in the cue with RDCK staff on establishing a noise bylaw. 

However, the complaints at the time that instigated the request have not continued.  

If you have concerns on either unsightly property, noise issues or the potential of having these bylaws 

activated in Area D, please do reach out.  

Argenta Johnson Landing (AJL) logging blockade 

With an impending cutting permit for Cooper Creek Cedar on the Salisbury FSR, there has been a 

blockade set up to oppose the logging and to support the inclusion of the “AJL Face” within the Purcell 

Conservancy. Both the campaign “Mt Willet Forever” and the tenure known as the AJL face have a long 

history, one driven by the community and the other is a forest tenure under jurisdiction of the BC 

Government with a license to Cooper Creek Cedar for management.  

Brief history: When CCC acquired the tenure and provided their Forest Stewardship Plan (FSP) to the 

community, RDCK and other stakeholders on referral, it was known then there were concerns with 

logging in this area and several community committees were created to work with CCC. The issue that is 

not addressed through this community work is the allocation of the tenure for harvest, the Mt Willet 

Forever campaign was a separate process that addressed that there was indeed community opposition 

to logging. The committees that were tasked, by the community, to liase with CCC on the site-specific 

operational plans, have several objectives: wildfire mitigation, community interests and ecological 

values including wildlife. There have been many meetings, site visits, recommendations and some 

concessions made, this has been a process over a few years and only covers one section of the harvest 

area. I want to acknowledge the community efforts over the years to express concerns, commit valuable 

time, skills, and research to this process. I also want to acknowledge the tireless efforts of the Mt Willet 

Forever campaign.  

I do support the inclusion of the AJL face in the Purcell Conservancy, however, we do also know that this 

area is one of the highest risk communities for forest fire and thus support has been contingent on the 

need for wildfire mitigation that is inclusive of ecological values. As part of the initial FSP referral 

process, the RDCK wildfire mitigation team and I worked with the community to look at what that type 

of management might look like. Funding for this work has shifted and any mitigation work is now within 

the realm of the licensee, CCC. 

https://www.crtlgc.ca/


I provide this brief background as many of the calls I am receiving is asking if there has been any 

community consultation. The questions have been regarding the 24 hour fire, garbage that is 

accumulating and confusion over if this is from the community as a whole or an outside group 

representing the issue. I do not have all the answers but have directed folks where I can. Garbage 

services nor fire service is available in this area. 

** this report was written before the RCMP injunction was carried out with many concerns over 

how it was carried out. There have been reports of personal possessions being taken and 

thrown out as well as safety concerns with how the public was managed in the situation. MLA 

Anderson has requested all of these reports including the destruction of personal property be 

sent to her office. ** 

For more information: 

LINKs regularly provides updates: 

Environment & Forestry - LARDEAU VALLEY OPPORTUNITY LINKS SOCIETY 

Mt. Willet Forever: 

Mt. Willet Wilderness Forever 

 

2022 Community Development commitments 

 

2022 Commitments     

Community Futures Cannabis Council policy support $3,000  

Seniors Branch 81   $4,000  

LV Mosquito   $20,000  

Kaslo Fire Department Ty bursary $3,500  

  AED's $10,000  

Fire Smart Recognition Ainsworth $1,350  

  Argenta $1,350  

  Howser  $1,350  

  Lardeau  $1,350  

  two more $2,700  

NKLCSS hampers, nobody's perfect, emergency fund $3,750  

Schroeder Creek Water Society GARP assessment  $7,000  

JLCA Community Readiness $10,000  

  Food security projects $6,000  

KSAR  building  $25,000  

Lardeau  water bladder $5,000  

Ainsowrth Fire Society insurance $2,500  

Emergency Social Services team meetings $250  

BCEHS training fund $2,500  

LINKs operational $12,000  

https://lardeauvalley.ca/information-and-articles/environment-weather/
https://www.willetwildernessforever.ca/


  power stability next steps $25,000  

  wilderness first aid $1,500  

  communication $1,525  

KORTs bike trails $5,000  

Argenta Community Assoc.  misc projects for the hall $7,900  

Howser Water Users back up generator $4,750  

Empire Wilderness Society parking lot maintenance $2,500  

Argenta Community Assoc.  phone $600  

Grizzly Bear  bear proof bins for Area D $5,000  

KiN AAP carry over $11,752  

LVCC hall maintenance $9,500  

    $197,627  

 

Organization Project Amount 

Mirror Lake Water Users 
Society water system upgrades $30,000  

Schroeder Creek Water Users water system upgrades $20,000  

 KORTS Area D Trails implementation of master trail plan $30,000  

Kaslo and Area Public Library facility upgrades or new $50,000  

Connectivity, likely KiN continuing broadband connectivity 100,000 

Fletcher Creek ID implementation of planning $30,000  

Lardeau Park implementation of park plan $20,000  

Kaslo Baseball Diamond upgrades $10,000  

Woodbury Water System 
removing water lines on private 
property $50,000  

 


