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POTENTIAL CRIMINAL CHARGES FOR ARGENTA FACE 

LAND DEFENDERS 

Unceeded Sinixt təmxʷulaʔxʷ (Nelson, BC) – On July 19th 2022, 19 members of the Last Stand West 

Kootenay and the Argenta Face community attended court for alleged civil contempt charges. The trial 

was a result of the arrests of two elders in June and a mass arrest that happened in May, following an 

impressive military style raid led by the CIRG and RCMP (https://www.nelsonstar.com/news/rcmp-

make-arrests-at-logging-protest-north-of-nelson/).  

 

Massive support from the community was apparent with a rally in front of the Nelson courthouse. It was 

announced that, at this time, Cooper Creek Cedar would not pressing any Civil Contempt charges. They 

have, however, invited Crown Counsel to consider bringing Criminal Contempt charges against 17 

individuals. The application is currently under review and a decision will be made at a future court date 

sometime in late August or September 2022.  

 

According to protesters and eye witnesses on site on May 17th 2022, many arrests made that day were 

unlawful, with a complete disregard for civil rights and liberties. "The locals here have been opposed to 

the logging of the Argenta Johnson's Landing (AJL) face for over 30 years. We were there to remind 

Cooper Creek Cedar and Clint Carlson from Sunshine Logging that we did not consent to their 

operations. Some of us that day were elders and children from the immediate community. The team of 

officers just swept in and arrested everybody and anybody including our police liaison, legal observers, 

and those who were onlookers in no way interfering with operations" says 75 year old Argenta resident 

Beatrice Massara who was arrested that day (https://thenarwhal.ca/kootenay-bc-logging-rcmp-

enforcement/).  

"It was pretty surreal to see them clear us out like that. Everybody was taken away without a chance to 

pack up and gather personal belongings. More than 25 000$ of gear, food, shelter, medication and 

ceremonial objects destroyed. Even if the camp and those items were off to the side in no way blocking 

the road" denounces 17 year old protester Miguel Pastor. 
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According to Gary Diers from the Mount Willet Wilderness Forever (www.willetwildernessforever.ca/), 

"There is still a lot to fight for ... with a large pristine mountainside, old growth forests and recently 

occupied Mountain Caribou habitat on the chopping block.  These are incredibly rich ecosystems and 

important wildlife corridors that connect the Purcell Wilderness Conservancy to the lower elevation 

forest surrounding Kootenay Lake that must be protected".  

Indeed, in a recent Nelson Star article, Dr. Suzanne Simard, a world-renowned professor, also called this 

area "a hot spot for biodiversity", a transition between a dry and wet forest, and as such it is very rich in 

both plant and animal species (www.nelsonstar.com/news/stop-clear-cutting-says-forestry-professor-

after-research-in-west-kootenay/).  

Many others, including Dr. Rachel Holt, a panelist from the Old Growth Strategic review (2020), plead for 

change, "What will it take for government to start applying modern progressive forest management 

policies? We need a paradigm shift prioritizing ecosystem health and human lives, over timber volume, 

in this era of climate change. The time is now! Before it’s too late..."  

The Autonomous Sinixt, Indigeneous People of this land and important allies in the Save Argenta Face 

campaign, have also voiced discontent. Their land declaration (https://sinixt.org/our-land) calls for an 

immediate moratorium on resource extraction from all logging companies until they have had the 

opportunity to provide free prior and informed consent. “ I stand with the people that stand for the land 

and the water and the Sinixt təmxʷulaʔxʷ “ says Marilyn James, after smudging the courthouse in efforts 

to show support for local land defenders.   

Some environmental activists are concerned that this lack of consultation and unusual show of force, 

during the May 17th 2022 arrests, are symptomatic of a society run by industry. Meghan Beatty, a 

doctorate pharmacist and member of the Last Stand West Kootenay, writes, "How can we say that we 

live in a democracy when scientists and community members are being silenced and unjustly arrested 

for the benefit of corporate profits? The vast majority agree! We need the AJL face to be included in the 

Purcell Wilderness Conservancy and an immediate moratorium on all old growth logging in BC. Let’s turn 

words into action and make this reality!” 
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